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Advance Praise for Head First WordPress

“There are a lot of WordPress books out there, but Head First WordPress once again proves that [this]
series is the gold standard for smart, readable, easy-to-use reference guides for creative web users
everywhere.”

— Paul Andrews

Blogger, author, and journalist; editor of bikeintelligencer.com

“This friendly book offers tips that I haven’t seen in other books, and features useful, real-world scenarios
to help get you up to speed with the latest version of WordPress quickly. ”

—Jim Doran
Software engineer at Johns Hopkins University

‘Administering and managing a WordPress blog can be daunting for the uninitiated. Head First WordPress
walks you through the basics to help you ramp up your WordPress site quickly.

— Ken Walker
Business analyst
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Praise for other Head First books

“Building websites has definitely become more than just writing code. Head First Web Design shows you
what you need to know to give your users an appealing and satisfying experience. Another great Head
First book!”

— Sarah Collings

User experience software engineer

“Head Furst Web Design really demystifies the web design process and makes it possible for any web
programmer to give it a try. For a web developer who has not taken web design classes, Head First Web
Design confirmed and clarified a lot of theory and best practices that seem to be just assumed in this
industry.”

— Ashley Doughty
Senior web developer

“I 89 Head First HTML with CSS & XHTMIL—it teaches you everything you need to learn in a ‘“fun-
coated’ format!”
— Sally Applin
Ul designer and artist

“The Web would be a much better place if every HI'ML author start off by reading Head First HTML
with CSS & XHTML.”

— L. David Barron
Technical Lead, Layout & CSS, Mozilla Corporation

“Head First HTML with CSS & XHTML is a thoroughly modern introduction to forward-looking practices
in web page markup and presentation. It correctly anticipates readers’ puzzlements and handles them
just in time. The highly graphic and incremental approach precisely mimics the best way to learn this
stuff: make a small change and see it in the browser to understand what each new item means.”

— Danny Goodman

Author of Dynamic HTML: The Definitive Guide

“Oh great, you made an XHTML book simple enough a CEO can understand it. What will you do next?
Accounting simple enough my developer can understand it? Next thing you know we’ll be collaborating

as a team or something.”

— Janice Fraser

CEO, Adaptive Path
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Praise for other Head First books

“Behind the Ajax ball? Get out of the shadows with Head First Ajax. You’ll wrap your mind around the
core concepts, and have some fun in the process.”

— Bear Bibeault
Web application architect

‘Ajax 1s more than just revisiting existing technologies, making some small changes to your web
application and then delcaring it Ajax-enabled. Rebecca M. Riordan walks you through all of the steps
of building an Ajax application in Head First Ajax, and shows you that Ajax is more than ‘that little
asynchronous part’, but a better approach to web design altogether.”

— Anthony T. Holdener III
Author of Ajax: The Definitive Guide

“Head Furst Design Patterns manages to mix fun, belly laughs, insight, technical depth and great practical
advice in one entertaining and thought-provoking read.”

— Richard Helm
Coauthor of Design Patterns

“Head Furst Design Patterns 1s close to perfect, because of the way it combines expertise and readability. It
speaks with authority and it reads beautifully. It’s one of the very few software books I've ever read that
strikes me as indispensable. (I'd put maybe 10 books in this category, at the outside.)”

— David Gelernter
Professor of Computer Science, Yale University

“Head Furst Rails continues the tradition of the Head First series, providing useful, real-world information
to get you up and going quickly. [It] is an excellent book for people learning Rails, as well as those
brushing up on the latest features.”

— Jeremy Durham
Web developer

“Head Furst Rails 1s a great, broad introduction to iterative Web 2.0 development. This book will show you
how quick and easy it is to develop robust, next-generation websites.”

— Matt Proud
Systems administrator and developer

Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>



Other related books from O’Reilly
Learning Web Design
Website Optimization
CSS: The Definitive Guide
Creating a Web Site: The Missing Manual

Other books in O’Reilly’s Head First series
Head First C#
Head First Java
Head First Object-Oriented Analysis and Design (OOA&D)
Head First HTML with CSS and XHTML
Head First Design Patterns
Head First Servlets and JSP
Head First EJB
Head First SQL
Head First Software Development
Head First JavaScript
Head First Physics
Head First Statistics
Head First Ajax
Head First Rails
Head First Algebra
Head First PHP & MySQL
Head First PMP
Head First Web Design
Head First Networking

Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>



Head First WordPress

Wouldn't it be dreamy if
there was a book to help me
learn how to build WordPress
sites that was more fun than
going to the dentist? It's

probably nothing but a
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getting started
WordPress from scratch

You’ve got something to say.

Whether it’s just you and your desire to let everyone know about your growing
collection of hand-crocheted Star Wars figures, or a big company with
hundreds of products, blogging let's anyone publish online without having

to be a genius about HTML, CSS, or any other programming. In this chapter,
you'll learn how to get hosting for your blog, install WordPress, and create

and publish your first blog post.

Web publishing for the masses
How WordPress works: the 30,000-foot view
The lifecycle of a WordPress blog post

The Acme Bit and Pixel Company

Download WordPress
The “famous” 5-minute WordPress Install®
Upload your WordPress files to the web server 10
FTP client options 11
—
ot
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— WordPress installation step 2: Configuration 13

—
R WordPress stores all your stuff in a database 14

—_—
. . — Create a new database from your hosting panel 15

videos, images | ——
e — Every blog needs a title 19
—_— database Pilot your blog with the WordPress dashboard 20
style.css e
¥ e Create your first blog post 22
—_—
Use both editors when creating new posts 25
homepage.php

Use Preview to check your post before you publish 27
Remove or replace sample posts before you go live 29
You don’t need Photoshop to edit an image 31
Add an image using the media library 33
Update group permissions to get image uploads working 35
Adjusting images within the post editor 38
Edit your post to move the text down a line 39
Welcome to the Bit Blog 40
Your WordPress Toolbox 41
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changing your blog’s look and feel
A question of style

You’ve finally got your own blog. But it looks so...generic.
Time to make it your own. WordPress comes preloaded with lots of themes you can
apply to your blog, but we’re going to go one step further and make our own custom
theme. Along the way, you'll learn some basic HTML and CSS to really make your blog
look exactly how you want. We'll also delve into CSS rules, which allow you to quickly
change how your blog looks, and take advantage of WordPress widgets to easily add

sidebar content to the blog..

A tale of two sites 44
The Acme Bit Company home page 45
Anatomy of a WordPress theme 51
WordPress themes are a collection of template files... 52
| ... all working in concert 53
PHP is the logic behind your theme 54
Always use the .php extension for WordPress theme files 56
Create a new theme 60
TemP Iate Fﬂes Stylesheets dictate the look and feel of pages in WordPress 62
UP Ol@SG Rules do a lot of work for you 63
WordPress uses stylesheets two different ways 65
Stylesheets identify elements in your HTML 70
Putting it all together 71
Everything looks good but the sidebars 76
#header { Update your sidebar content with widgets 77
background: #ddd; Drag and drop widgets where you want them 78
height: 50px; One theme to rule them all 86
} Your WordPress Toolbox 87
#nav ul {
float: right;
margin: 17px 0 0 O;
}
xi
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content management With wordpress
Beyond the blog

You’re starting to outgrow the blog.

Maybe your business is growing, maybe you need more control of what shows up

where on your blog, and when. Luckily, WordPress handles a lot more than just
chronological blog posts. We'll start to tap into its content management system
capabilities by creating static pages like on a regular website, adding navigation for the
new pages, and changing the home page of your new site so it isn’t your blog. Get ready
v to build a full-fledged website practically without writing a single line of HTML or CSS.

£

WordPress is a content management system 92

WordPress has three main management sections 93

WordPress pages are just posts “outside” the blog 94

Pages are the backbone of your CMS 95

Adding a new page is just like adding a new post 96
Make your URLs manageable with permalinks 100
Permalinks are handled by the web server 101
Page Not Found? 102
Minding your .htaccess file 103
Build your pages with the visual editor 106
1_‘.-.'_ All pages are not created equal 112
| Build navigation using the WordPress menu system 117
PR N s Modify your theme to enable the navigation menu 119
| |. Use CSS rules to control what shows up in the menu 120
WordPress has different home page options 123

- Sandard Bita

No more blog... No more home page either? 125
[ . Add HTML to your new home page template file 126
Fureem ne Then add the Acme site style rules to your CSS file 127
Your WordPress Toolbox 129
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users, categories, and tags

Keeping things organized

It’s time to invite some friends to the party.
Blogging (or managing a WordPress site) doesn’t have to be a solitary venture.

Loads of well-know blogs out there feature multiple user roles, from writers to

editors and administrators. In this chapter, you'll learn how to get multiple people

posting on the same blog, manage the workflow across all those people, and put
We all use the same login

categories and tags to work in organizing your site’s content.
because it's easy—you never

forget the password!

You’re the new editor of Thanks for Mutton 132
WordPress user roles 134
The anatomy of a WordPress user 135
A sample user profile 136
Match users to their appropriate roles 139
Avoid chaos with an editorial workflow 141
Review pending posts from the admin dashboard 142
Categories are big buckets for your content 144
Categories help organize your content 145
Content is key when creating category structures 146
Leftover categories often make good tags 149
I Writers want their pictures next to their posts 154
ol 1 Gravatar makes user pictures easy 156
Gravatar works with your email address 159
Gravatar supports WordPress comments out-of-the-box 160
b o = Your WordPress Toolbox 165
et e e
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xiii
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video and plug-ins
Getting things moving

Video can add a whole other dimension to your blog. For nearly
any kind of content, video makes your site more engaging, and gives you readers
plenty more to comment on and share with their friends. In this chapter, you'll learn
how to host your videos online and include them (along with other downloadable
files) in your blog posts. We’'ll introduce plug-ins, which do a lot of heavy lifting (and
coding) for you, and use categories to create a consistent, easy-to-find home for all

the videos on your site.

Adding video to Thanks for Mutton 168

Host your videos outside WordPress 169

Hosting with Vimeo 170

Upload your video to Vimeo 172

Plug-ins make working with other web services easier 178

Find a plug-in for almost anything in the Plug-in Directory 179

Browse and install plug-ins from within WordPress 181

e b s Add additional content and files to your post 188

1E :':-v;:_ reyperks i b b Use the media gallery to attach other files 189

T Use categories to create a video section 192

e o T Use the “more” tag to clean up your home page 195
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podcasting and syndication
Spreading the word

It’s time more people knew about your awesome site.

Your blog is humming along, and you've already figured out how to expand WordPress to
manage an entire website. Now that you’ve got video playing there too, why not expand
your audience base? In this chapter, we’ll discover how to distribute videos through
Apple’s iTunes store as podcasts, and how to syndicate your content so that a ton more

people will find out about your site (and keep coming back for more).

The Thanks for Mutton podcast 200
WordPress is your hub for content distribution 201
The anatomy of a podcast 202
RSS is one way the Web syndicates content 203
The lifecycle of an RSS feed 204
WordPress publishes an RSS feed automatically 208
Vimeo doesn’t work well with podcasting 211
Where’s the video? 215
WordPress embeds its own videos too 216
Add some info to your iTunes feed 219
Use a plug-in to build a special feed for iTunes 220
TSG Podcasting Plug-in 221
Use the Podcasting Plug-in to embed videos for podcasts 224
Feedburner gives you podcast stats 231

ol : Opverride feeds in the header of our theme 234
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— Welcome to the Thanks for Mutton podcast 236
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securing wordpress
Locking things down

Not everyone on the Internet is nice.

It's a fact of modern life on the Internet: there are people who spend their time trying
to break into, or hack, other people’s websites. Some do it just for the thrill, others

to cause chaos, and some are simply after sensitive information like credit card
numbers, social security numbers, and other personal information. Now, you'll learn
how to make your WordPress site more secure, with unique usernames, strong
passwords, and more. You'll also kick off automatic backups of all your WordPress

files so you can restore your site if it ever does get hacked, or goes down for other

reasons.
Something’s not right here... 240
You’ve been hacked 242
Keep your WordPress installation and plug-ins up-to-date 244
Avoid file uploads with automatic updates 245
Use FTP to update WordPress if automatic updates don’t work 246
Secure users make secure websites 248
Edit your database to change usernames 250
Databases are made up of tables 251
Add more security to WordPress by protecting wp-admin 255
Create a new authentication realm 256
Security by obscurity 259
You can learn a lot about a site by looking at its head 261
Back up early, back up often 265
Use plug-ins for remote, automated backups 267
Don’t store backups on your web server 268
Connect automated backups to Amazon S3 269
Restoring your backups 269
Import a backed-up database using phpMyAdmin 270
Your WordPress Toolbox 271

Hackers Exposed

This week's interview:
We interview a hacker serving
time for credit card theft

XVi
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making wordpress fast
Time for the passing lane

Speed is important online.

A fast-loading site isn’t just about keeping visitors around. Yes, if your site doesn’t load
quickly then people might just wander off, but a slow site also gets dinged in search results
from the likes of Google, meaning fewer people will actually find your site in the first place.
Beyond just increasing your horsepower, you'll also learn how to use caching, database

optimization, and additional hosting options to beef up your site to handle more traffic, too.

Not again... 274
Keep an eye on your traffic with Google Analytics 276
o Integrating Google Analytics with WordPress 277
G Your site traffic has a lot to say... 278
You've been Dugg 279
i :::: The anatomy of a web page request 280
WordPress performance checklist 283
s Speed up WordPress with caching 284
Start caching with the WP Super Cache plug-in 286
WP-Super Cache turns your blog into a bunch of HTML files 287
Don’t forget about your database 291
Check performance issues with YSlow 294
So much for being class valedictorian... 297
Content Delivery Networks give your web server a break 298
Float around in the Amazon cloud 300
Amazon CloudFront CDN 301
Link Amazon S3 and CloudFront to complete the CDN 302
Distribute your site’s files 304
Using the CDN in WordPress 306
Your Theme Toolbox 309
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aPPenc[‘ix: leftovers
Top ten things (we didn’t cover)

We’ve really covered a lot of ground in this book.

The thing is, there are some important topics and tidbits that didn’t quite fit into any
of the previous chapters. We feel pretty strongly about this, and think that if we
didn’t at least cover them in passing, we’d be doing you a disservice. That's where
this chapter comes into the picture. Well, it's not really a chapter, it's more like an
appendix (OK, it is an appendix). But it's an awesome appendix of the top ten best

bits that we couldn’t let you go without.

Managing comments 312
Migrating from WordPress.com 313
Theme Library 314
Theme Editor 315
WordPress MU (multi-user) 316
BuddyPress social networking plug-in 317
PHP 318
Cloud Hosting 319
Mobile WordPress 320
Search engine optimization (SEO) 321

Xviii
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I can't believe
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put fhat in a WordPress book
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how to use this book

Who is this book for?

If you can answer “yes” to all of these:

Are you familiar with blogs in general, or currently use
WordPress to publish and manage blogs and websites? ;
It dc(-\mifcly helps if you've alveady

@ Are you familiar with the concepts of web hosting, file transfer 2:{: So{_': solid wc)b development
(FTP) and have a basic understanding of HTML and CSS? oPs oo, but it’s tertainly not

Do you want to learn how to build not just a blog, but a full- required.
fledged WordPress site?
Do you prefer stimulating dinner party conversation
to dry, dull, academic lectures?
this book is for you.
Who should probably back away from this book?
If you can answer “yes” to any of these: Check out Head Fiest HTML with
CSS and XHTML. for an extellent
Are you completely new to blogging and how websites introduction 4o web development,
work? and then tome back and

join us in
WordPressville. J
@ Are you looking for a reference book on WordPress

tools, plug-ins, and the like?

Are you afraid to try something different? Would
you rather have a root canal than mix stripes with
plaid? Do you believe that a technical book can’t be
serious if there’s a foodie blog in it?

this book is not for you. Thanks for Mutton

[Note ‘From ma\rkcf,ingi this book is

for anyone with a eredit tard. Or
tash. Cash is nice, too — Ed]

XX intro
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We know what you're thinking.

“How can this be a serious WordPress book?”
“What’s with all the graphics?”

“Can I actually learn it this way?” Your b

And we know what your brain is thinking. (

Your brain craves novelty. It’s always searching, scanning, waiting for
something unusual. It was built that way, and it helps you stay alive.

So what does your brain do with all the routine, ordinary, normal things
you encounter? Everything it can to stop them from interfering with the
brain’s real job—recording things that matter. It doesn’t bother saving
the boring things; they never make it past the “this is obviously not
important” filter.

How does your brain Anow what’s important? Suppose you’re out for
a day hike and a tiger jumps in front of you, what happens inside your
head and body?

Neurons fire. Emotions crank up. Chemicals surge.

Great. Only
350 more dull,
dry, boring pages.

And that’s how your brain knows...

This must be important! Don’t forget it!

But imagine you’re at home, or in a library. It’s a safe, warm, tiger-free zone. \Jour oram ks
You're studying. Getting ready for an exam. Or trying to learn some
tough technical topic your boss thinks will take a week, ten days at
the most.

Just one problem. Your brain’s trying to do you a big favor. It’s trying
to make sure that this obviously non-important content doesn’t clutter
up scarce resources. Resources that are better spent storing the really
big things. Like tigers. Like the danger of fire. Like how you should
never again snowboard in shorts.

And there’s no simple way to tell your brain, “Hey brain, thank you
very much, but no matter how dull this book is, and how little I'm
registering on the emotional Richter scale right now, I really do want
you to keep this stuff’ around.”

you are here » XXi
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how to use this book

We think of a “Head First’ reader as a learner.

So what does it take to learn something? First, you have to getit, then make
sure you don’t forgetit. It's not about pushing facts into your head. Based on the
|atest research in cognitive science, neurobiology, and educational psychology,

learning takes a lot more than texton a page. We know what turns your brain on.

some of the Head First learning principles:

Make it visual.Images are far more memorable than words alone, and

make learning much more effective (up to 89% improvement in recall and

n transfer studies). It also makes things more understandable. Put

the words within or near the graphics they relate to,

rather than on the bottom of on another page, and learners

and a”: buf Whaf
about those tags?

will be up to twice as likely to solve problems related to the

content.

Use a conversational and personalized style. In

recent studies, students performed up to 40% better on post-

learning tests if the content spoke directly to the reader, using a

first-person, conversational style rather than taking a formal tone.

Tell stories instead of lecturing. Use casual language. Don't take

yourself too seriously. Which would you pay more attention to:

a stimulating dinner party companion, or a lecture?

Get the learner to think more deeply- In other words, unless you actively

flex your neurons, nothing much happens in your head. A reader has to be motivated,

engaged, curious, and inspired to solve problems, draw conclusions, and generate new

knowledge. And for that, you need challenges, exercises, and thought-provoking guestions,

and activities that involve both sidesof the brain and multiple senses.

Get—and keep—the reader’s attention. We've all had the”l
really want to learn this but | can't stay awake past page one” experience.

Your brain pays attention to things that are out of the ordinary, interesting,

strange, eye-catching, unexpected. Learning a new, tough, technical topic

doesn't have to be boring. Your brain will learn much more quickly if its

not.

Touch their emotions. We now Kknow that your ability to remember

something is largely dependent on its emotional content. You remember what

you care about. You remember when you feel something. No, we're not talking

heart-wrenching stories about a boy and his dog. We're talking emotions like surprise,

curiosity, fun, “what the...?”, and the feeling of “l Rule!” that comes when you solve a puzzle,

learn something everybody else thinks is hard, or realize you know something that “I'm more

technical than thou” Bob from engineering doesn’t.

intro
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Metacognition: thinking about thinking

If you really want to learn, and you want to learn more quickly and more deeply,
pay attention to how you pay attention. Think about how you think. Learn how you
learn.

T wonder how I
can trick my brain
into remembering
this stuff...

Most of us did not take courses on metacognition or learning theory when we were
growing up. We were expected to learn, but rarely taught to learn.

But we assume that if you’re holding this book, you really want to learn about o
WordPress. And you probably don’t want to spend a lot of time. And since you’re
going to build more apps in the future, you need to remember what you read. And

for that, you’ve got to understand it. To get the most from this book, or any book or
learning experience, take responsibility for your brain. Your brain on #us content.

The trick is to get your brain to see the new material you're learning
as Really Important. Crucial to your well-being. As important as

a tiger. Otherwise, you're in for a constant battle, with your brain
doing its best to keep the new content from sticking.

So just how DO you get your brain to think that
WordPress is a hungry tiger?

There’s the slow, tedious way, or the faster, more effective way.

The slow way is about sheer repetition. You obviously know that
you are able to learn and remember even the dullest of topics

if you keep pounding the same thing into your brain. With enough
repetition, your brain says, ““This doesn’t fee/ important to him, but he keeps looking at the
same thing over and over and over, so I suppose it must be.”

The faster way is to do anything that increases brain activity, cspecially different
types of brain activity. The things on the previous page are a big part of the solution,
and they’re all things that have been proven to help your brain work in your favor. For
example, studies show that putting words within the pictures they describe (as opposed to
somewhere else in the page, like a caption or in the body text) causes your brain to try to
makes sense of how the words and picture relate, and this causes more neurons to fire.
More neurons firing = more chances for your brain to get that this is something worth
paying attention to, and possibly recording;

A conversational style helps because people tend to pay more attention when they
perceive that they’re in a conversation, since they’re expected to follow along and hold up
their end. The amazing thing is, your brain doesn’t necessarily care that the “conversation”
is between you and a book! On the other hand, if the writing style is formal and dry, your
brain perceives it the same way you experience being lectured to while sitting in a roomful
of passive attendees. No need to stay awake.

But pictures and conversational style are just the beginning,

you are here » xXiii
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how to use this book

Here’s what WE did:

We used pictures, because your brain is tuned for visuals, not text. As far as your brain’s
concerned, a picture really is worth a thousand words. And when text and pictures work
together, we embedded the text i the pictures because your brain works more effectively
when the text is within the thing the text refers to, as opposed to in a caption or buried in the
text somewhere.

We used redundancy, saying the same thing in different ways and with different media types,
and multiple senses, to increase the chance that the content gets coded into more than one area
of your brain.

We used concepts and pictures in unexpected ways because your brain is tuned for novelty,
and we used pictures and ideas with at least some emotional content, because your brain

1s tuned to pay attention to the biochemistry of emotions. That which causes you to feel
something is more likely to be remembered, even if that feeling is nothing more than a little
humor, surprise, or interest.

We used a personalized, conversational style, because your brain is tuned to pay more
attention when it believes you’re in a conversation than if it thinks you’re passively listening
to a presentation. Your brain does this even when you’re reading.

We included loads of activities, because your brain is tuned to learn and remember more

when you do things than when you read about things. And we made the exercises challenging- { -R(ela'x

yet-do-able, because that’s what most people prefer.

We used mudltiple learning styles, because you might prefer step-by-step procedures, while
someone else wants to understand the big picture first, and someone else just wants to see

an example. But regardless of your own learning preference, everyone benefits from seeing the
same content represented in multiple ways.

Fireside Chats

We include content for both sides of your brain, because the more of your brain you
engage, the more likely you are to learn and remember, and the longer you can stay focused.
Since working one side of the brain often means giving the other side a chance to rest, you
can be more productive at learning for a longer period of time.

And we included stories and exercises that present more than one point of view,
because your brain is tuned to learn more deeply when it’s forced to make evaluations and
judgments.

We included challenges, with exercises, and by asking questions that don’t always have

a straight answer, because your brain is tuned to learn and remember when it has to work at
something, Think about it—you can’t get your body in shape just by watching people at the
gym. But we did our best to make sure that when you’re working hard, it’s on the gkt things.
That you’re not spending one extra dendrite processing a hard-to-understand example,
or parsing difficult, jargon-laden, or overly terse text.

We used people. In stories, examples, pictures, etc., because, well, because you’re a person.
And your brain pays more attention to people than it does to things.

XXiv intro
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eut this out and stiek it

on Your refrigerator.

@ Slow down. The more you understand,

the less you have to memorize.

Don’t just read. Stop and think. When the
book asks you a question, don’t just skip to the
answer. Imagine that someone really is asking
the question. The more deeply you force your
brain to think, the better chance you have of
learning and remembering,

Do the exercises. Write your own notes.
We put them in, but if we did them for you,

that would be like having someone else do

your workouts for you. And don’t just look at

the exercises. Use a pencil. There’s plenty of
evidence that physical activity while learning
can increase the learning.

Read the “There are No Dumb Questions”
That means all of them. They’re not optional
sidebars—they’re part of the core content!
Don’t skip them.

Make this the last thing you read before

bed. Or at least the last challenging thing.

Part of the learning (especially the transfer to
long-term memory) happens after you put the
book down. Your brain needs time on its own, to
do more processing. If you put in something new
during that processing time, some of what you
just learned will be lost.

Drink water. Lots of it.

Your brain works best in a nice bath of fluid.
Dehydration (which can happen before you ever
feel thirsty) decreases cognitive function.

the

Here’s what YOU can do to bend
your brain into submission

So, we did our part. The rest is up to you. These tips are a
starting point; listen to your brain and figure out what works
for you and what doesn’t. Try new things.

@ Talk about it. Out loud.

®

Speaking activates a different part of the brain.
If you’re trying to understand something, or
increase your chance of remembering it later, say
it out loud. Better still, try to explain it out loud
to someone else. You’ll learn more quickly, and
you might uncover ideas you hadn’t known were
there when you were reading about it.

Listen to your brain.

Pay attention to whether your brain is getting
overloaded. If you find yourself starting to skim
the surface or forget what you just read, it’s time
for a break. Once you go past a certain point, you
won’t learn faster by trying to shove more in, and
you might even hurt the process.

Feel something!

Your brain needs to know that this matters. Get
involved with the stories. Make up your own
captions for the photos. Groaning over a bad joke
1s still better than feeling nothing at all.

Create something!

Apply this to your daily work; use what you

are learning to improve your own blog Just do
something to get some experience beyond the
exercises and activities in this book. All you need

is something to add to your blog, such that you’re
applying the tools and techniques from the book to
your site (or maybe a friend’s site!).

you are here XXV
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read

Read me

This 1s a learning experience, not a reference book. We deliberately stripped out everything
that might get in the way of learning whatever it is we’re working on at that point in the
book. And the first time through, you need to begin at the beginning, because the book
makes assumptions about what you’ve already seen and learned.

We start off by installing WordPress and creating a real post in
your first chapter.

Believe it or not, even if you’ve never blogged or developed a website before, you can jump
right in and starting blogging. You’ll also learn your way around the main interface used for
WordPress.

We don’t cover all the ins and outs of getting hosting for your blog
in the book.

In this book, you can get on with the business of learning how to create a full WordPress
site (not just a blog) without all the complexity of hosting your blog on a hosting comany’s
web server. But, we know that getting hosting (and making sure it is exactly what you need
and set up properly) can be daunting, so we’ve put together a quick screencast with way
more detail and information that you can find at www. headfirstlabs.com/WordPress.

The activities are NOT optional.

The exercises and activities are not add-ons; they’re part of the core content of the book.
Some of them are to help with memory, some are for understanding, and some will help
you apply what you've learned. Don’t skip the exercises.

The redundancy is intentional and important.

One distinct difference in a Head First book is that we want you to really get it. And we
want you to finish the book remembering what you’ve learned. Most reference books don’t
have retention and recall as a goal, but this book is about learning, so you’ll see some of the
same concepts come up more than once.

The Brain Power exercises don’t have answers.

For some of them, there is no right answer, and for others, part of the learning experience
of the Brain Power activities is for you to decide if and when your answers are right. In
some of the Brain Power exercises, you will find hints to point you in the right direction.

XXVi

Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>


http://www.headfirstlabs.com/WordPress

Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>



the review team

The technical review team

Jim Do\ran

Technical Reviewers:

Tor this book we had an amazing, elite group of tech reviewers. They did a fantastic job, and we’re really grateful for
their incredible contribution.

Co-author of Gates: How Microsoft’s Mogul Reinvented an Industry—and Made Himself the Richest Man in America, career
journalist Paul Andrews has been blogging for a decade and was an early adopter of WordPress. An avid cyclist, he
writes a leading bike blog, Bikelntelligencer.com, dividing his time between Seattle and the San Francisco Bay Area
with his wife Cecile and loyal but obstinate bichon frise, Maggie.

Louis Rawlins works with media as an educator, artist, and engineer. The forests and city streets of his neighborhood
inform his perception of media and advertising which he shares through dialogue and community. He lives and works
in Oakland, California..

As a web designer, teacher and speaker, Jim Doran loves open source technologies and web standards. He’s currently a
software engineer at Johns Hopkins University and a faculty member at the Community College of Baltimore County.
When not hacking WordPress, Jim rides skateboards and makes art which he publishes at Attp://jimdoran. net.

Ken Walker has been passionate about building easy-to-use technology since he first learned how to type. He holds a
bachelors degree in computer science from Rutgers University and works at a financial services firm in New York City.
In the brief moments he’s not working or raising his beautiful family—and probably should be sleeping—Ken shares
the stories of the people who are making an impact in his hometown at www.dailynewarker.com.
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Safari® Books Online

Safari Books Online is an on-demand digital library that lets you easily
Safa rl search over 7,500 technology and creative reference books and videos to
Books Online .
find the answers you need quickly.

With a subscription, you can read any page and watch any video from our library online.
Read books on your cell phone and mobile devices. Access new titles before they are available
for print, and get exclusive access to manuscripts in development and post feedback for the
authors. Copy and paste code samples, organize your favorites, download chapters, bookmark
key sections, create notes, print out pages, and benefit from tons of other time-saving features.

O’Reilly Media has uploaded this book to the Safari Books Online service. To have full digital
access to this book and others on similar topics from O’Reilly and other publishers, sign up for
free at http://my.safaribooksonline.com/?portal=oreilly.
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1 getting started

*
* WordPress from scratch +

You know, I sure enjoy these
made from scratch blogs...

You’ve got something to say.

Whether it’s just you and your desire to let everyone know about your growing collection
of hand-crocheted Star Wars figures, or a big company with hundreds of products,
blogging let’s anyone publish online without having to be a genius about HTML, CSS,
or any other programming. In this chapter, you'll learn how to get hosting for your blog,
install WordPress, and create and publish your first blog post.

this is a new chapter
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web publishing

Web publishing for the masses

With your own WordPress blog, you can easily—and for free—publish
your own writing, pictures, movies, and even software. Before we dive
in to getting WordPress installed and set up, let’s take a look at an
example to see what a real live blog looks like:

The blz% displays a
series ?osJCS; or
artitles, in veverse
th\ronolog’ucal order.
That means the most
vetent ?os{: shows up

This is the Head First
bloo. [+'s incor\?ora{:cd
into our main website, so
it appeavs asatabat — =

www.hcad‘(:irs{:labs.com. ancrves

Head First Labs
[tk | [ vy e ) IR

The three phases of Government 2.0 at the {',0\7 O‘p the
ot T, 938 | Camiats: 4 page.

i S rogrem co-chair for the uscomieg Gew L lnpe, Tve bad @ kot of thrs
T OO WIS ROTNR B L BEpE o e SONCE. A LS

ERSEET moeieg on S T sl e DTt O Dt e row

. & P e B USSR Rl SRS e, T R Gl == B A
R 13 TA it e I e, 5 e S [ B A s

Pl Se0EiE s e B TDSveasenl 1O - 5 Sties o e, i Foims v o
P o A, B 8 Bane AR, L]

Toges e 10, i 10, wpes ey

Bullding Web sites cplimized for the (Phons and
Android OF I

e Saiew Dpvd
Each post has an _——3 Semwimemesr

author (and a link o B W i o A EA L e G
their profile page),

This blog, like many
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o sl Phsa, sl
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« » Gow 2.0 Weak In Reviow g, Sl i s Gl ©
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Chapter 4).
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sidebar, that has a
searth box, links, and
velated Lon‘l:cvu{;
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ASE 30, M0 | Cofmsasts: 44
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getting started

How WordPress works: the 30,000-foot view

WordPress is all about the browser. You don’t need to install anything on your own
actual computer—you do everything on another computer (called a web server, more
on that in a minute) that you access over the Internet using your browser. You create
your posts and manage all your WordPress files and settings through a browser, and
on the other end, WordPress creates your blog as a collection of web pages that other
people can view in their browsers, too.

WovdPress converts Your post

—_—

You treate and save Your blog e o et Ehot {:o D

_‘;_‘;\gts . bt“;.\l'fzc::’rlrh‘iiw;/ou people’s browsers when they visit ‘
eve is no tlien | ]

have to install on your computer, your blog ) ﬁb

and You write your post just

like £yping in word protessing

software like Mitrosoft Word.

/—\>D
==>

Browser

@/%

Browser
Web Server ] !
==
WordPress lives on a web server. People Browser

often say this means that it is “hosted”
on that web server. All your files for
the blog are stored on Lhis web sevver so
obhers tan view them on the Web.

Let’s take a closer ook at
how this a]l works...

you are here » 3
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at your web service

The lifecycle of a WordPress blog post

So we said that WordPress is installed on a web server. A web server is simply another
computer somewhere that you can access over the Internet. At its most simplest, a web
server delivers web pages to other computers over the Internet. But most servers also
allow you to store/upload files, run programming scripts, and even allow other people
(your site visitors) to contribute content as well (such as comments on your blog).

This is wheve you eveate a post

e _ in WordPress. [£ is a form (or
————y— e g “editor”) that You ‘Fl” it out in
Your browser window, and should
Eamnr = look pretty Lamiliar if you use
i A s software like Mievosoft Word.

~— -

{ —_— The form where you
manage Your posts lives
on 3 web sevver, along

[ with all the other Liles
that WordPress eveates,

uses, and stoves for your

[FF#F b blogs. That includes =

—_ Ehings like images and
your browser videos and data —
cvcr\/{:hing is stored on

the web server.

videos, images

—_— database
style.css —
On this side, you are using a =
browser to create your hlog... homepage.php

Chapter 1
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getting started

... and over here, someone is {yping
When someone types in the URL of your blog’s URL into a hrowser.

Your blog, their browser sends 3
\\ £ e
] '.——-—-—_

“request” to WordPress (on the web

serveyr).
visitor’s browser

On the web sevver, WordPress pulls the

Corvesponding tontent, images, and data
for that URL and sends the blog post

(whith is a web Page) to the visitor's

browser-.
4in Head First Labs These two parts—creating the blog and someone
@ ===~ =1 viewing the blog—happen asynchronously. That is, they

don’t necessarily happen at the same time. You create
and publish your blog, and someone might come read
it minutes, hours, or days later. In the middle of it all is
the web server, which acts both as host for your blog’s
files, and as the mechanism that serves it all up to
anyone who wants to read your blog,

www.headfirstlabs.com/archive.php NOW Iet’S see it
in getion...
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ready, set, blog

The Acwe Bit and Pixel Company

YT e @ Compary

Lol e Lt [ et i nemwnt o o o

| 0 Mbowt Acme il CerPeosucts. [ Contast Us

Acme Bit is a leading manufecturer of hinary information units
for the computing and telecommunications industries

U5 B Lo vt S5k o are T3 WA Lot iftus S5 o A Bl B Lo i S50 6 S
conasolelr adipaong o, sad do conasolelr adipisiorg o, sad do conasciel’ adipisiong el sed do

whisrod lermpor rokdide! ! ot el shuseod lemeor Pecidonl ol o el whoseod lemees incickdunt ul lebone el
Soltrs Tagra lgua. LTS B2 SRim Solons Tagrd Bigua. LR A S minin | Soions g Algua. LB snirm &2 s

BT, (S NOAITUD S0l MORE RN T,
T RO,

Qi OB EomE (a0

Hey I really need your
help! T want to start a
blog but don't even have
the time to figure out

where to begin...

This is the Aeme Bit home page

Acwe Bit needs a blog, stat!

Acme Bit and Pixel has a basic website, but your friend Jay—the VP
of Engineering—is also a big mover and shaker in the industry. He
wants a way to share his neverending stream of ideas, and maybe
even publish videos of his conference keynotes and lectures. He
really wants a blog, but he’s too swamped coming up with new Bits
to do it himself. He’s offered to pay you, so do you think you could
help him out?

Before Jay can start blogging, we
need fo get WordPress set up.

6 Chapter 1
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getting started

Pownload WordPress

WordPress is free, open source software, meaning the code that runs it is freely
available for anyone to download, install, and modify—it’s one of the reasosns
WordPress is so powerful. There are no paid licenses, fees, or “boxed copies” of the
software. To get WordPress, you simply download it from their website, install it, and
run it on a web server. (Don’t worry, we’ll explain the web server part in a minute.)

Aann R TR

Al ,|-_|; I ——

ey sl -

o Point your browser at:
http:/ /wordpress.org/download

o

Click the main download button. The WordPress
ZIP file should download to your computer.

€  Find the downloaded ZIP file and double click it
to unpack the contents. WordPress is now ready to
be configured and uploaded to your hosting server.

A ZIP file is \')us{: a folder full of Liles .
4hat's been squashed down (Com\?rcssc.d) into
a single Lile. This makes the overall size
detvease and makes the software easier and

Laster to download.

Don’t worry about hosting or servers

We will cover all that a little later and help you get going with WordPress’s 5-minute
mstall. If you have web hosting already, great! Just hang tight and we’ll help you set it
up in just a minute.

you are here » 7
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wordpress installation checklist

The “famous” 9-wminute WordPress Install®

There are two ways in install WordPress: The first is manually, by setting up a database,
uploading the files and running through the install process step-by-step. Your other option is
to use a “One-click Install” offered at many of the prefered hosting companies recommended
by WordPress. These are automated processes that do all the necessary steps for you and email
you when your blog is ready for use. They’re quick, easy and alomst never fail. The problem
is, you're not really learning what’s going on under the hood—and the engine that runs
WordPress is important. So, if you’re in a hurry, go ahead and do the One Click Install. But
we encourage you to stick around and install WordPress from scratch—at least once—so you
can learn about all the cool stuff that make WordPress possible.

This is the “One Click” WordPress install from MediaTemple—
one of the hosting ompanies retommended b\/ WordPress. 9 H-Llick Applications

o & varinty of
g Poabar e ps

& ot P iy
W fust @ fow Clicky P

Applieation List

Tarkr e mppication you want bo ne el from the el bl

Dirupal (v6.15)
Drupal 18 an open source content managemen! pladerm, Equipped with a powarful —
hinnd of fanturms, Drupal can SuEpon o sty of wahsing rmaging from pomoanal
webdogs o large community-diven websltes, More information

FOEBEED BT

-E' Drupal

WardPresa (vi.0.2)
WordPress is a stalg=0f-the-art semantc parsonal publishing plathonm with a focus on start

puosthelios, web standands, and usability. What o mouthful. Wond Press is both frog omd
priceless altha same Bme, Mors infarmation

ZenCan (vi.LE)

- ar

ﬁf-m Ldn Zan Cart truly 1S the art of e-commarce; 8 frea, usarriendly, Opan source shopping start
) cart system. Mo information., ? <

To install WordPress from serateh, start
with the readwme.htwl "
Check it out. We've alveady .
This file is located in co:.\:lc{:cd the fivst step. You 5—”‘"\ IhS‘ta” g.tcPs
the unzipped folder you did download WordPress, vight? FW_WMB

downloaded earlier.
2. Complete tonfig.php

Installation: Famous 5-minute install 3 MP' d £ L
" YPload tiles to serv
v»

1. UnZip the DECEGE in &5 Smpny SeCmory. 4- Ch t ‘F (4
2. Open ug wp-cosd Dg-aesple . php with 2 iext edicor ke WordPad or similas and 11 in yoor darabase o oose g "HC

LT derails. °v. your b,
3. Save the file 8 wp-config.pha and entev i .
Pt a valid email addvress
8 Open e - adminis0Elohe m your browser. This thould Lefup the tiblet nesded for your biog. I there B an 5 I S{a”

wivar, double check your wi-canlig.pha file, and by dgain, o it Tl agaén, please §o b the suppon foruma with - In

an much data a8 you can gather
B. Nate e pastward ghen ta yoo
7. The insall scripr should then sesd you [0 The login page. Sigm bs wiah the username adsin and the passwornd
gesserased during the installation. You can then Chick on Frofile’ 10 change the password.
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getting started

Wait! I still don't get WHAT we are
installing WordPress on. I thought you
said I don't have to download anything
on my computer—and what is this web
server you keep talking about?

Use a web hosting company for your web server

Don’t worry, this isn’t as scary as it sounds. You just downloaded WordPress
so you’ll have all the files that you need to put up on your web server. There
are thousands of companies out there that offer hosting on a web server, and
you can get space on a server for less than a few trips to Starbuzz Coffee
each month. We’re going to use MediaTemple because they are one of the
recommended hosting providers for WordPress. You can use any host you
want, just make sure that they support WordPress. You should be able to find

an FAQ) or section on their website that lists support for blogging and content
management systems.

o B, T - B et g R b ¢ Pty o ey b o
e i

| @

' i dia =
[n this book we will use the Me
_lv_;my\c Qrid Sevvice (wttp://
mcdia{xmvlc.nc{/ webhosting/as/ )

for all hosting, server and database U —

examples. However, any hosting that

su?\?ov{’,s WordPress will work ")us{:

fine. " o 4

! ol s o by st

[E 1 s B o

I§ Media Temple is overkill
for your needs, Drcamho.s‘c
o-(:‘(:cvs theaper \'\os{:\ng with
the same |-Click Install £hat
Media Temple has.

you are here » 9
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file transfer protocol

Upload your WordPress files to the web server

Now that we have hosting we can move on with this installation. Before we can go any
further, you need to get the files you downloaded earlier up onto your hosted web server.
They’re only on your computer right now so you can move them to the web server.

We've going to skip step 2 for
now and tome back to it oncte
we have our files on the sevver-

3 Upload files to sevver

4% Choose 3 title for Your blog
and enter 3 valig email addvess

5. Install

Start with an FTP client

FTP stands for File Transfer Protocol and it’s the easiest way
to get files to a remote server—like a web server. Once you
log in to the server through the FTP client, you can move files
between your local computer and the web server, as if it were
just another folder on your computer.

Lee ¥ =o-bog-beasiopho
T e et
¥ =o-comementirial.pho

|t allows you to dvag and drop

' v
tom &
(1.0 @ so-nchden g
i £ *

(s 2.1

3
£
5
:

if

[EET]

An FTP ¢lient is divectory system,
\)uS{: like on Your desktop tomputer-.

files to and From your web server-.

1nq

wmar ikl (3 Rawid

Siatn dle

All this login information is available
From within Your attount with your
web host of thoice.

10 Chapter 1
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’ You have 1o log in before you

tan add or vemove Files from
Your web sevver.
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getting started

FTP client options

There are plenty of free and paid FTP clients out there to choose from.
Here are a few recommendations for both Windows and the Mac.

Freel
Transmit (Mac) Smart FT7 (Windows)

LTl — B

http://panic.com/transmit http://lwww.smartftp.com

Cyberduek =

Cute FTP

s SE— = = T 55
. T el
el - . ’-h’ [ i
& Ry F =
L tjecPrEepRada a1 <200 |
T e T TS B | R S B
W ) — —r —— = ey
[ sl smarga s opmm BEEPALECFREN RALSGT] E Aok [ TR TR T FEEEREToN [ S—— R — P
| (= L A LRI odbocesed  GARNSELA | Tt Ml RoiBemsd 20N
\ [ — IRTPIR Sl WS040
———— ] mregss il [RARIE PP
[EETEE Bl B Adriiite
- s rr ol [k
N IHE . Aookwer et . 1200 6E
T [ YT
F-nlrl'wlf\d e w‘ . Applapherfel . BP0 EO0
g I A
— Kk v s i e T
< I N MIE . AT AT 17T |
m-l-l.llll.l-llﬂ:ﬂ Y [T LA k Ll 4‘:
[ N = = et 2
— Pk == VWS - T Pr e Nt Gaba S DAIDE T T dos ||
— e e = s - [ T m——r T T S ||
| e [ e L o T U e T, |
I - - i fmshe sl ¥ ke i i)
#- K '
e o e, s #1 Tﬂ_' |
T
http://cyberduck.ch http://Iwww.cuteftp.com

Let's take one for a spin. Download and open up one of the above FTP clients, log in to your
web server using the credentials supplied by your web host and upload all the files that you
downloaded from Wordpress.org. Hint: make sure you upload the files to the “public” area on
your server (you can find this from your host).

you are here » 11
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exercise solution

Download and open one of the above FTP clients, log in to your web server using the
credentials supplied by your web host, and upload all the files that you downloaded from
Wordpress.org.

Exercise
LutiOoN

o Drag and drop your WordPress files to the server.
Depending on the FTP client you are using you should be able to drag all the
files in the downloaded WordPress folder up to the public directory on your web
server (this may vary depending on the host).

[@wordpress 8 (<> | & html B [« On Media Temple the
g — TEaw e | bl folder lotated
¢ wp-commert-ostohe : Dol [0 e domain is
'i' wi-eemmentirssd.ohn dusal Bl mapd inside our @Go
b aip ) wp-config-Lample, pha r | el wth‘C we Way\'t 'to dY'OY
" Bl wp-coment » L o ok . .
# wp-cron gha . B stvied our (:nlcs
¥ wp-feed.pen e 2
hdo B wp-indlades " . 6
o ¥ we-links-cgemlohg ’
baip ) wp-ioad php o i -
€ wp-login php et —
P an ¥ we-rail.phg 2] :
¥ we-paisphp
il ¥ wperdf.ohp
2] ¥ we-regiiber.pha - 1
mpi o] wp-riiphp |
# wp-rind.php ._-i1 1
g a T wpeaflingi.php 1 '
8 Py ¥ wp-rrackBback php 3 e *
szip 1§ smirpcphp " " I - "—I'I‘-.? ———
r A | B et ¢ — e : _‘ﬁ_
wour tbuff. (26 sl i aEulf. ih el ‘F-‘
Stamu il ﬁ —
(7 —.
e

I/(sually, in 3 split-view FTP ¢lient .

the left side is your local computer You {:‘ an clirag{:\/ow files (:::;mdﬂd\:’.icsdkit:m\;
. ST h tation on Your har

and the vight side is your web server. ?:J; {e},rc ;Ti;ocv;im{.y This will copy the files

+o the web sevver.

L
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WordPress installation step 2: Configuration

You should now be able to browse to your domain (www.yourblog.com) and Don't worry if You don't have 3
see the screen below. This is the first step in getting a working blog up domain name yet. You ¢an use the

and running. temporary URL. or [P addvess
\_ that Your web host assigned to

your site.
| P “H WiwdPrani « Brnoe (—\
L Lo e B rupcs v comns & WEr Gooy b

This eonfirms our upload
worked so 9o ahead and ¢lick
the “Create a Configuration
e e O3, 31 i pormaie e ol b e Somm' w8 v o T e File” button to move on to the
waw € oo massaly creans the B
next step.

Creste 3 Corfiguration Fla

ANA WeralPew o Sty Conabapation File
L Lim..._....-... S S ———— = Mo

Database hame?
Password? I don't have
a database that I know of.
I think I should have used
the 1-Click option...

@ WoRDPRESS

13 WerdPrai. IFe QaTTing A, we AHE B IfETRanion o0 the SRabast. You il R 13 e T
© Bemi belasr prattoting

A Dtidiia rdr
D asine LstonaTe
DI (LR

. Datidast beal

Tabiw prefin OF o wan i Ra O (e Do WerdPrens in 8 daght e e

B Py emana this st M oraaton dosar’s work, St wormy. AN i Soes Is (e o6 databass
farmalins b o cealiguration Bbe, Vo mar g deply aees wgerom {Lg-senpbe, php b5 o e el 18 &
o Informstion, wd e i wge-ooa 1. PR

W B ESCO, T TR AR B DR 0 YR T O D BT O oL G0 RO e T TR, [
wil fobd B o3Flet e betocn vou G coatitun Fyount B chidy

Ler's gl

o=min Install Steps
I Hnpack WordPress files

We're not quite veady for Step — %—Wmﬂ(%m

4 yet. We've going to need to 90
back to #2 and take eave of : Choose a it for your blog
some COV\‘FiSMV‘a‘{Zion Don't worry, and enter 3 valid email addvess

5. Install

WordPress will help us.

you are here » 13
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storing your stuff

WordPress stores all your stuff in a database

Every time we add content to WordPress, whether it’s a new post, page, theme, or comment, we are
creating data that has to be stored somewhere. We can’t store this on our local computer because it
has to be available to the Internet and WordPress 24/7. So, WordPress uses database software called
MySQL, a free, open source (just like WordPress) database that is very popular among web-based

applications. Because of its popularity, MySQL is already installed on almost every web host so you
shouldn’t have to worry about it not being available.

The MYySQL database is made
up of Lables that hold vows of

—_—

—_— '—_ data velated to our WordPress
N T installation. You ¢an have muH:'lzlc
—_— databases on the same server Yor

diffevent sites and blogs.
wp_comments

wp_options
= — L/';

wp_users

When a visitor loads a Page on /N
your blog, WordPress pulls the

COwcsFonding information from the

wp_usermeta

All the tontent and text you see
in the WordPress dashboard and

—_—
S —_— ~ i from
MYSQL database and sends th e —_— on the live blog originates
information to the web pha;c, e . — our database.

wp_posts wp_links /

14 Chapter 1
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Create a new database from your hosting panel

Don’t be intimidated by MySQL. For the most part you’ll have limited interaction with it and the
installation process is the only time you need to mess with settings. To start, we need to log into our
hosting panel and get the database set up. On Media Temple, that looks like this:

Media Tewmple Control Panel
/_?CV‘/ web host has an online tontrol

[Tadla e o

L — e Panel wheve You ¢an log in and
manage Yyour sites. Here we're looking
for something ¢lose to “MAnagc

[} Gric-Sarvica Control Pansl Databases” or “Manage MySQL”.
@ B e ..
¢ e e Ry

R — — R

b [ mem— ;I Manage Databases

S g Create, manage, and set permissions
e P - for your databases.
i 1 '."_""“.":“ 4 ""“"" -
e
) e [ S e [ St i Under “Manage Databases” we ean

eveate new MySQL databases, add .
database users and passwords, and assign
those users permissions {0 attess our

I ' newly tveated database.

Log into your hosting panel (in our case, Media Temple) and
locate the MySQL or Database options. Within that menu, add
a new database called acme. You will also need to create a
database user and grant them full access to the acme database.

you are here » 15
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sharpen solution

_ rpen your pencil
[ hluhﬂn Log into your hosting panel (in our case, Media Temple) and

locate the MySQL or Database options. Within that menu, add a
new database called acme.

Q Create a new database for WordPress.
M 3 bb . M
Using the “add new database” functionality, create anew g _nn—g::m.ur;:\l::a. and set parmissions
database to hold the Acme WordPress data. In Media fior your datahases
Temple, they give us an automatic prefix.

Database List . Global Settings 4 Add A Database 1- MySOL Container é
o Audd MySOL & Postgre D83
1 Specify Your Database Name an71072_ "
2 select Database Type MySQL 5.1.26 1@

Theve might be other options for database type—
make sure Yyou thoose some vaviation of MySRL.

e Create a new database user and password.
We need a username and password to access our database. It’s a good idea to create
a single user that only has access to a single database. This way we keep all our data
secure and avoid confusion with multiple users and passwords.

Add A Database User L7 ]

{ i i base and usernames
Media Temple uses a special prefin for da{:_a '

wiih;n M\/SYQL- Your host may do things dl‘cﬁcrcnﬂ\/—-\)us{: make
sure You treate a unique database for the Aeme blog,

16 Chapter 1
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Grant permissions to the new user.
The last thing we have to do is give our new database user the appropriate permission to
access the acme database.

Databass Nama
db71072 acme 0 §] 2]

|

Clicking on “Admin" will take you
to the ?hPM\/Admin |05'm streen.

o

Take your new database for a spin.

Just to make sure everything is up and running, choose
“admin” and enter the username and password you just
created. If the login is successful, you should see your

database name in the left column.

tod Rdmin [ Delete

I‘('\ \/ou elick on \/ou\r da{:abasc \/ou’" be Jt:akcvx {:o
another detail seveen. We don't have tables yet, but
after the install this will be full of them.

You shouldn't ever have
+o tome in here to do
anything after the

T T e e ey Y <

£ B /LR NP TN R IO [ AN 7 (A B a1 1 STRaRe ke w AL AARINIOORANT 08 [ Ol ¢ rogle

[l Cookies must ba enabled past this point.

—

> Internail-db.s7 107 2.gridserer.com phpMyAdmin - 211.0 install is done. This is
#@E00 P e ] b WBOL et verses: 100 O‘F « »n d 'Ea
'm‘ ¥ Pl vwwian 43 b ] PHP snesmions eradl ) move a vraw a
* KD Bavar irirrabdb SHOF phlserectrn v TCPAR  Liguuigs gt ] . like lookina under
S st b ¥ P ST arrl S 6 o Trarwa rSeyin — = view—Ii1Ke ool S
ﬁmwm_ ik e ouripnt = 4he hood of WordPress.
s He B e
A 2 Pyl v
s Pvtiegee et pFpARy e Horipe
O Coow MyGLL, rvivms sfomaton ¥ |[Crargelog] [Dubversoe] fLival
T D MG sprten s 0
E Pocsss (%
Lot Doty wrat Seliatires
(-] m:m-" K
e
A Expet
rLangumge (1)
| Emglish (isa - 859 1) i phpM yddmin
- O e pPpA AT e
rLeg in@ This is ealled
i l ] PHPMyAdmin—we use
it to see a graphical
Y‘C?Y‘CSCY\{a‘EIOV\ our
MySQL. database.
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database

details

Almost there...

Now that we have our database name, username and password, we’re ready to procede with the

installation. The next screen has us filling in the database connection information so WordPress can
build all the tables it needs.

Bl yous Ahould enter your diteSase connection detaii, If you'ne mot wune sboot Bk, contacl your hait

Database Mams

wond press
User Mame [[rre— Your HySOL ustmame
Pasiward pansward el WBYSTIL paryd,
Darabase Host ¥ou should be able 10 g s isfn from
localhost
PRI WO
Table Prefis ey IT yess want o rum mulriple WeedPress

@WDRDPRESS

vour web host, f Localhost dees

g,

Thie rame of the derahass you want B3 rUR
WP in.

InstaRations in & sieagle darabise, Change

S, ] S

Yo s it g A

«lohe
- :
o baia i gargtiom, o W [ R
: [ q““wm" e :-i e it -
s T 1BAMET, o g sare Sriaran
® degRel EHE, i g .ﬂdqu-‘_.'lru ::“ L L
o u;l‘ll-*:;?!:: ll-!.“wlr-'rl v Wl BLVINR
- 4

Agn BEFLEL .-';\-“:m i Wie

Lg.phe et
w ey fUle bR v l'-:"‘“’“‘ b:.":‘,,,, s, o8 T

» geyraiienten. Tow da0t = he

" b Tap-cortin e e ALY
-

P L

e
A e amrE TR R W e mus

i U

Chapter 1

Fill out the fields using the
database information we created
earlier. Make sure You intlude
any prefixes that your hosting

provider appended to users and
database names.

You tan leave the table prefix
at the default “wp_". This is
used to prevent table naming
eollisions if you on|\/ have one

database to use.

When you elick “Submit” WordPress will
attempt to ereate the configuration
file (step #2). Theve is a good thante
this won't work and WordPress will \')us'[:
give You Lext to copy and paste into the
Cowcigwa'l:ion Lile.

£ You see this sereen—log back
in to Your FTP tlient and eveate
a file ealled config.php in the
same folder as the vest of the
WordPress files. Paste the text
from the install sereen and then
cliek “Run the [nstall.”
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Every blog needs a title

OK, it’s been a little longer than 5 minutes, but we’re just about done. The

final step is to provide WordPress with a blog title—we’re using “Acme Bit Give your H°5 a title and thoose
Blog” for this project—a username and password for the administrative a username and password for
user (which you’ll use to log in to your dashboard), and an email address. +he main attount.
Click “Install WordPress” and you should be greeted with a success message.
If something went wrong, WordPress will try and help you fix it. /
Information needed 4
Peiie provide the foliowing informition. Don't worty, you e sbways change these sestings laber Hm{: dov\,{: use (adm,ma ‘(:OY‘ {\'\;
................. — )
og T Acme B Biog username. [{'s the default agm
< ——F— it tan leave your site prone
Usar Nama haékihﬁ a‘{';{;al',ks-
Pavwword, trwice
A pasvwid will Be
wrlieaaally gererited sssamssEms e
For you i you beses thig
asdy Sirong
Vamr The papeword shosld T o5 st srern Characnery inng, To /s B GUORGEY, Ute Lpees and
lowar Cabi lotbbr, Pt and Syrabols ke VU FIN AR L
Vs et hello@acmebit.com Onte You click “Install WordPress”
Thmhl "k shar Al addencs Eefern i \/ou’ll be grected with a suteess
B Allow my bilog 10 appeir in ssdfch engeten Mis Coogle and Technnorasi mCSS&SC YY‘OM"‘{',IY\S YOM ‘{:0 los n
with Your new username.
Install WordPress & —

) !
I®WDRDPRESS S—min [nst3l| S{:cps

ST - Unpatk WordPress files

WaordPress s baan intralsd, Were you eupacting mare sTepaT Sorry 1o dhusppaine

Username acmeadmin
Password Tour choden mhaiwond,
Log In

you are here » 19
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high flying blog

Pilot your blog with the WordPress dashboard

The WordPress dashboard is the starting point for managing your blog and all
its content. From here you can add posts, manage users, change options and
install plug-ins—all things we’ll be doing in the coming chapters. You can even
automatically update WordPress when new versions of the software become

available. This page will change over time as you add to the site.

1 Dashboard
[re—

L} Commesiy

1V Acme Bit Blog

o Appmamnog

 Dashboard

Baght how

1 Pow

I Page

1 Catagaty 1]
O Tags L4]

Thams Teasnty Tan with & Whdgen Charge The=

VYou W Eting WordPress 18- bats]

Bacesy COMMEnts

Slr WordPeesa o Hello world! #
1, 8 8. & CommanLTa ebiE & GO, jatl kg in and
i v OAT'S CommErar. THene yos sl fuvs

Yaw s

Eacoming Lisis

Thik dinhbodid widget guirsn Coogie Bog Jaerch 43 thil when
arother Blog hakch B0 your 18c § Wil ihow op hene. & has loond ne

OO Bnich v BN DRy = Eng B e run

Flugieas

Mot Popular
Post videos snd photo galleres {Inall)

Pl e oo aed pheoto gallerien /anh ihdribows cially ind i
(e

Hwest Plugins

Fictage Link {intally

For Puzags Mamban., Thit plag-in daplaps 2 geesraied Bt of youw
SCTiw FTIL TR TGN CUIISTEESbIS opEia

you \')us{: treated.

Contesy

Tags

Lavew Diralt B

Bacesm Dwafis

‘WordPress Development Blog

5 Lo, Bems  Aps

Rrrm + wihen | penbod faher about th Twiller ancoust, ind | sl
that hopahuly vees'd fnd cut kaser 1oday what has Ba

SR U
50 Buiy el teateri, B i your Soment. the WosaPreid 10 betd 1
hat Sttived! Thit it 5 narly beta. Thiy meaed thare ioe 3 Trw Bingt
e vl Pnivhing, W |

T, Tt Az L

Thik po i abo the PWardPress Twines aosuns. 1a & you don't
e Tesithes, & oL ik @bl Trithir, Ban el Bt o R the
tiresp yor aght Mdws AREOE PRSEG LY BOAE 590 play SuThide [or am
eavalent] inaead. Dy, 50, Twiner! Whes @il those apgs. stared
Ponmng uB Uiing the Twithi AR thisg ||

O WerAPTELY NEws
e S e —
e e

Acmae Bit og

Log in to the WordPress
admin dashboard with the
same username and password

.
|
|

P .....---..----.1-1_1-._—.-.----\..|._J

il U
Clicking the blog title at the top of the il
dashboard will take you out to Your blog :
home page. Take a look. —_— = L
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WordPress
TDashbeard Up

RN

Clese

The main Dashboard
navigation takes you
back to the home

Dashboard dashboard page
L. . d will also alevt
The ‘Eo? nawga{:lon grou? dcals wn{:h COV\'ECW{: U d ates an
on Your site. Here you'll find options to - P you when you have

treate new posts, add links, and upload

media.
s Posts

Media

5 s help you manage your s
@:i LI'I]][E si{:c's\lcow(:igwa{ion. You "E.!‘ll_"’m, Users
¢tan add users, thange
|D P&EE’E the look and feel, and ‘h“EI Tools
install ?lug-—ins.
e e Settings

The bottom n&vigaﬁon
9roup intludes links to

Q: What operating system does
WordPress run on?

A: WordPress doesn’t run on an
operating system like you would expect

of standard desktop software. Instead it
runs on a “platform”—a collection of server
and database software. This collection of
software usually runs on a Linux operating
systems, but Mac and Windows can also
be used. It's recommended that you run
WordPress in a LAMP (Linux, Apache,
MySQL, PHP) environment, a common
platform on most webhosts.

therejare no
Dumb Questions

Q: Media Temple is expensive. Do
you have any other reccommendations
for hosting providers?

A: If you don’t want to make the
monthly commitment to Media Temple,
there are lots of other options out there.
Dreamhost (http://dreamhost.com) gives
you massive amounts of space and
bandwidth at a very inexpensive rate.
There are also free options but you may
have very little control over your server
and software. Just remember to select a
host that supports WordPress.

Appearance
£ Plugins

softwave updates.

Q: Can’t | just run WordPress on my
home computer?

A: Actually, you can! We don’t
recommend you host WordPress on

your computer but you can set up a
development environment on your local
machine so you don't have to set up
your site live on the Internet. There’s too
many steps to list here, but check out the
appendix for more info.

you are here »
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http://dreamhost.com

time to start posting

This text and imaae tan be downloaded from

Create your first blog post Wbkpi/ /s headd stlabs com/ WordPress

Your friend Jay has sent over the first post he

wants up on the site. Now that the installation is Our Bits are Better
complete we’re ready to start adding content to o
our blog. (soon you’ll be able to set Jay up to post ¢me, all we know are bits. We"
. We q
on his own, but for now we’ll get things started tg;eat lengths to bring the best tale\r/let ;etehn 90ing to
for him). our team and that shows in o e bit industry

ur product. Che
of our 16, 32 and 64-bijt model:.!< out

+ Posts y 'I;':i:dt::de in Chicago, IL
* stakingly bui i .
* Available ig Y built to Industry-leading standards

the new features

- N custom 128 anqg 256-bit sizes
Add New | |

Categories 64
Post Tags

Everything you need 1o write your

‘FiYS‘l‘, EOS{Z tan bc ‘FOIll;hd I‘;\ ‘{:"\C POS{:S K T"\C covy <Foy- -[;hc ‘Firs{; blog ‘Dos{;
menu trom the dashboard. We need to get this up ASAP.

R e e 89 e P B+ Bty
Wi &Ko b |

| .'“. Acne: flan and Poed Blog [ v 1 b Ol

Add a new post from the menu and
s?cnd a <cew minutes Playing avround
with the page. Don't worry about

messing anything up, we tan always

vemove this “fest” post.

= Akl New Post

midm R e == At L T ey |
— G LR R R R - -

Theve are two “editors” inside of
‘Wov-dPrcss: Visual and HTML (or the
‘Mavkup” editor). The Visual editor
_________ is the default—it’s wheve You treate
the eontent for your post, and

looks a lot like most word Protessing
softwave. Take a look at the HTML
editor as well—what do You notice
are the main differences between the
two oP‘(:ions.?
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getting started

.. +
* WHAT'S r? v:;tvnit'r

Match each new post page element to its function within WordPress.

Past Tags I allow you to add HTML tags to your

ages and posts.
A pag p

Separate fags with commas.

hoose from the m ost Ta

I can help you organize content and
information within your site. I'm also

a snapshot of the contents of a post.

Tarana

I'm in the Visual Editor and help you
modify the way text looks.

B 7 s = iz |

Categories

Adding content to me displays
alternate text or a teaser on the home
page of the blog.

All Categories  Most Used

™ Uncategorized

I can help you organize posts into
large “buckets” and give you the
ability to customize your site based on
my content.

+ Add New Caregory

you are here » 23
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what’s my purpose solution

.. +
* WHAT'S r? v:.ntvn:t"r

SQA\LLULUT\QN

Match each new post page element to its function within WordPress.

Post Tags

Add
Separate fags with commas.
Choose from the most wsed tags in Post Tags

b 7 | link b-guote

tuanz

B 7  &Ec = iE

Categories

All Categories  Most Used

™ Uncategorized

We'll cover tategories (and tags) in
Chapter 4.

+ Add New Caregory

I allow you to add HTML tags to your
pages and posts.

I can help you organize content and
information within your site. I'm also
a snapshot of the contents of a post.

I'm in the Visual Editor and help you
modify the way text looks.

Adding content to me displays
alternate text or a teaser on the home
page of the blog.

I can help you organize posts into
large “buckets” and give you the
ability to customize your site based on
my content.

24
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getting started

Use both editors when creating new posts

Visual Editor

Wordpress Editors

wrmmalink: ¢ D Changs Frrmdiog

Upload/insent |= Vsl

B f s iz |Z « H NN T @ =

Wordpress Editors

Each editor mode has different pros and cons. Play with both and see which
one you like best.

P b = EnEn

Word foust 20 Do dbvwed il 403511 am

I:l Also known as a “WYSIWYG” editor (What
You See Is What You Get)—it mimics the
behavior of an advanced text editor or word
processor.

I:l In this mode you can highlight text, apply
styles and see the results immediately—as
they’d look on the live site.

WordPress has two text editing modes: Visual and Markup. The visual editor will be immediatly
familiar to anyone who’s used a word processor or services like Google Docs. The markup (or
HTML) Editor is different in that it allows you to edit the raw HTML that makes up your post.
This comes in handy when you need to do something to your text that’s not supported in the
visual editor, and it can also be used to add IDs and classes to our HT' ML tags..

Ed note: “Head First HTML with
CSS and xHTML” is a great way to

learn all abou{‘, HTML!
Markup Editor

Wordpress Editors

Uipload [Insert  [= 7 . HTML
1] B0k S-guobe o Ind img Wl ol ode Mot Kokup  Ckoie Liga
curongeWordpress Eduors < /stronge

<span style="color #000000; > Each editor mode has different pros and cons. Play
with both and see which one you e best.</spanx

O v af 40513 arm

I:l The markup editor gives you more control

over what the final HTML of your post will
look like. You’ll notice paragraphs and some

words are surrounded by tags in <> brackets.

I:l You can highlight and apply styles (just like

the visual editor) but the result is a new
HTML tag, not the visual style itself. You’ll
have to click back to the Visual Editor or
Preview the post to see the results.

arpen your pencil

Add the post content that Jay sent over and give the bulleted list a
class of “features.”

Hint: Classes are special HTML attributes that help us identify
elements in CSS and Javascript. They can also add semantic
meaning to container and parent elements like <div> and <span>.
Check out http://w3schools.com/html for more help.

you are here »
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sharpen solution

lu‘hﬂn Add the post content that Jay sent over and give the bulleted list

a class of “features.

Our Bits are Better ¢(——— Don't Forge’c to add a title

1o the post/
Permalink: Bip: | facmeRit am ) ta=1 Change Permalinks
Most of the text cn{r\/ Upload/insert (=] LU = @ Visual  HTMIL
for this ost is pretty Bz [El=] s =l =2 -l =

s{rangh orwavrd. Wc
tan CV‘C&‘EC a new lls{: b\/ ArAcme, all we are':l'li. h‘;\tbﬂfﬂgﬂmgmi:cn:mn:mng :cbu: u:em Inﬁ:hc
L) . nur team and that shews In onr uet, Chieek ot the new fenmeees of our 16, 32
highlighting the last 3 $

e il odeds:
paragraphs and ¢lickin Handmade in Chicago, IL
the bulleted list button. T

= Painstakingly built to industry-leniding standamds

= Awsilable in custom 128 and 256-bit slzes

Path: div = ul = ||l = span
Word cownt: 56 Draft saved at 5:14:39 am.

You tan see the HTML editor has

Ot Bits are Betrer a little more going on. We see the

Permalink: WEp: | facmebitcam fp=d | Change Mermalinks same 'l',C*t as m ‘thc Vnsual Ed"EOV'
Uplondfirsert @] 01 .03 @ ) \)g_sr-_EMclicz{;hmg is wrapped in
S.
b | i [ink b-guote de&t ins | im@ ul | ol i | code | more  lookup close tags 3

<div id="_mcePfaste™sAt Acme, all we know are bits. We've been going to great
lengths to bring the best talent in the bit Industry to our team and that shows Imour |
product. Check out the new features of our 16, 32 and 64 - bit mod

] ]
di ™ P [ 1 <ul class="features">
<ul class="features >
Zli=<span style="fant-size: 13px; line-heaight: 19px:"~Handmade in Chicage,
ILe/spanz < /lix
zliz gapan style="font -size: 13px; line-height: 18px; > Painstakingly built 1o
industry=leading standards < /span>« /li>

We've adding the class “features”

<liz=<span style="font=-size. 13px; line=height: 19px;"=Available in custom 128 to our <ul> C'tmcw{: («For an
and 256-bit sizes</spans<flis W\OV'dCV‘cd a.k.a. bu“c.{:ed) ||s*l:) o
< fulz .
= fdive we tan add SFCCIB' S"l:yllhﬂ {-'o ‘Eha{:

list later on. Don't worry, we'll
tome back to this a little bit

‘Word count: 56 Draft saved ax 5:14:39 am. '8‘{26\’

26 Chapter 1

Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>



getting started

Use Preview to check your post before you publish

You don’t have to commit to publishing your first post

just yet. WordPress allows us to save and preview posts Publish
before we publish. The “Preview” button opens a new
window with a special web address (or URL) that shows Preview
the content of your post as it would look on the live blog:
The Publish pane allows Status: Draft Edit
you to preview, sthedule, Visibility: Public Edit

and publish posts.

\7\

Publish immediately EQit

Move to Trash [ pubiish ]

The “preview=true” tells WordPress o show this

post in preview mode. This tontent won't become When \/ou’y-c veady, eliek
publicly available until you publish £rom within £he Publish and theek out
WordPress dashboard. your Fivst post. Don't
worry if something looks
wrong, Yyou tan alwa\/s

: i n= i oAy = “un—yublish” Your ?os{:
[ + enttp.fﬁa{meml[lcumf.p 3'F"prE'H'|EW true and rémove i{‘, ‘FV‘om ‘H\C
Y 65 DU B b

Acme Bit Blog

Qur Bits are Better

At Acmer, all wr kivre are bils, We've bees potag fo greal Ieiglla o briog the lest telenl

13 oy Bisirry andd that ihoiws in oo prodacy. Cheds oot tes sine fasturn
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hello

Your first post is now live!

That was pretty easy! But hmmm, there is another post
we didn’t even create on the Acme Bit blog. Where did
that come from?

- = o n q
| + hatpe f facmiebis, com

Our Bits are Better

At Acme, all we know are bits. We've been going to great lengths to bring the best talent
in the bit industry to our team and that shows in sur product. Check out the new features
of our 16, 32 and 64-bit models

= Painsakingly b 10 Inchasery-leading mandands

= svailable in custom 128 and 256-bit siaes

Hello world!

Wieloome to WordPress. This is your first posi. Edit or delete it, then start blogging!

Search

Recent Gommaents

Mr Wedl'ress on Helo workd!

Archives
= JApril 30ia

Acmae Bit Blog
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getting started

Rewove or replace sample posts before you go live

By default, WordPress comes with a sample post and a sample comment to show you how
things will show up on your blog. We want to remove these before the site goes live so we
don’t have placeholder content on display to the world.

WovdPress au{;omaJcicall\/
FS o assotiates your ?os{: with
Here's the post title . the date you published it

and name o‘c ‘{:hc Welcome to WaordPress, This is vour first post, Edit or delete it, then start blo
person who wrote it.

)
We'll eover categories,

dPress nandles (,o.mﬂ\c"b E:rmalin.k 5 and RSS in

Wor on disable e oming thapters...

for \’o\,,w\\css Y et on | One Response to Hello world!

them anyjore tan tom™

any of your Yos \/ Mr Word Press soys:
Let’s remove this sample post now, so only our Acme Bit posts show up on the blog:

o Remove a comment from the e Use the Post menu to edit and

dashboard. remove unwanted posts.
You can moderate and delete comments From the list of posts (Posts > Edit) you can
right from the dashboard. Find the “Recent select and remove any post you want—just
Comments” section and click Trash to like a comment on the dashboard.

remove the sample comment.

Hecent Comments E Hello world!

MrWonlPr=s oo Hello wordd! = . . . i